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Hello to all of our families and community members!

Now that we’re more than a month into the school year, our students are settling into their routine and 
rigorous instruction has started. Thank you for your flexibility as we have been through the 
district-mandated changes with our new FAST test and new Reading curriculum, Read 180. The academic and 
emotional success of our students is always at the heart of what we’re doing so please continue to reach 
out to us if we can help meet your student’s goals with both of those areas.

Student grades and discipline information is live in the Student grades and discipline information is live in the Focus parent portal. If you need help setting that up, 
please call the school or visit the district or school website for more information on how to do that. If you 
see that your student is underperforming in one of his/her classes, please reach out to the teachers. We will 
be setting up in-person parent conferences, as well as specialized meetings for any student who has an 
academic plan, such as a 504, IEP, or ESOL supports. We are still making critical schedule changes, but for 
the majority of students’ schedules are set for now. Mrs. Virginia Ramos, our Assistant Principal for Curriculum, 
should be your main point of contact if you still hshould be your main point of contact if you still have schedule issues. You can email him at 
VirginiaRa@leeschools.net.

We have already sent home several parent messages through email, phone and text so if you have not 
received any of them, please call the school to ensure we have your correct contact information. Our front 
office is open for visitors, but please be sure to have your picture ID available to gain entry into our 
building. Also, please remember that we can only discuss student issues with a parent and/or guardian who 
is listed on the student’s Focus account.

We hope that your students are reporting that 
they feel happy and safe at school. We are 
working hard to ensure every child finds a 
home at BSMCA!

September 5th
Labor Day 
No School

September 6th
Cross Country 
Tryouts Start

SSeptember 9th
Interims Quarter 1

September 16th
School Picture Day
NJHS Meeting

October 5th
Yom Kippur
NNo School

October 14th
Professional Duty Day 
No School

mailto:VirginiaRa@leeschools.net
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Did you know that September is Better Breakfast Month? While these seemingly odd monthly observations 
might seem a bit silly, there is always value and relevance to be found. As your social worker, I’d like to say 
that I’m proud of the eorts that have been made on the part of students and their families to get to school 
on time and every day. With that said, there is always room for improvement, so why not start with a “Better 
Breakfast?” As we’ve all heard before “breakfast is the most important meal of the day.” Yet, it’s the one we 
most often neglect isn’t it? For another year, Bonita middle is providing free breakfast for our students. This 
memeans that it’s even more important to make sure students are present every day and arrive on time, in 
order to take advantage of the opportunity to get their most important meal of the day FOR FREE!
I’d also like to add that I’m available via the call/text through the number below! If you nd yourself 
needing any type of assistance (food/clothes/shelter/nancial/etc.) please reach out as I may have 

resources or, at the very least, some information. Let’s keep up the good work as we transition into our rst 
full month of the school year! Remember, a good night of sleep means an easier morning. Follow that up 

with a healthy breakfast and that’s the formula for success in school and beyond!

Russell Kelly, MSW School Social Worker
(239) 281-3747

The School Counselor Corner: Ms. Colon, School Counselor

Welcome all to another fabulous year at Bonita Middle!

What does Middle School Credits mean?
This means that you must have a D (60 or higher) every quarter to earn a credit and move on 
to the next grade.  YOU must pass all of your classes! Yes, every class is important!

What if I failed a class or are missing credits?
66th graders---you do NOT have credits yet. Once you complete and pass this school year, 
then you earn the credit.

Seventh (7th) and eighth (8th) grades check your (6th and 7th grade) grades to make sure 
you are on track. Any questions please contact me as soon as possible at 
vivianjc@leeschools.net

6th GRADERS ONLY!!!
TTHE TAKE STOCK IN CHILDREN SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PROCESS has begun.  There are 
specic requirements that must be met. Please see your Language Arts/English google 
classroom. Information has been posted there. Please e-mail Ms. Colon for more information 

8th GRADERS
This is an important year for you. It will go by quickly so stay alert, focused and continue to 
do well. High School is just around the corner. Please make sure to check with the district’s 
website to conrm the dates and times of the HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE!

PPlease visit the high school’s website for more information! Stay informed!!

Remember if you want to take advanced courses in high school, you must apply for this. 
There is a separate application you need to submit in addition to your student assignment 
application. These applications are available in January 2023. 

                    

mailto:vivianjc@leeschools.net
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FOCUS Parent Portal
Make sure you sign up for a 
parent FOCUS account.  Monitor 
grades, recieve important 
notifications and more.

https://www.leeschools.net/parent_portal

Parents and Students.

Our BSMCA PTO is having an ongoing Our BSMCA PTO is having an ongoing 
fundraiser. All you need to do is to choose 
our organization as your charity as you 
shop on Amazon. We are listed as: Bonita 
Middle School Parent Teacher Corporation. 
Please use the link below to set it up one 
time and then Amazon does the work for 
us. When you click on it, it will ask you to 
choose your organization. Select Bonita 
Middle Parent Corporation. 
That's it! That quick and easy. 
Then shop as normal by going to 
smile.amazon.com and they send us funds 
every quarter. 

Any questions please ask and feel free to 
share this link with your family.
Any questions please ask and feel free to 
share this link with your family.

Thank you,
Mrs. Leskin

The small differences between SAT and ACT structure can make a big difference for some students

Go to 
smile.amazon.com

Select Bonita Middle 
Parent Corporation 
as your charity

Shop!

Go to Smile.Amazon.com each time you shop.  A 
portion of your purchase will support BSMCA.

AVID News
Middle school students can struggle with the transition into high school. AVID offers a wonderful 
opportunity to help students prepare for academic success, but college entrance exam preparation is 
often overlooked in middle school.  PSAT and PACT preparation and practice can help students 
understand how to plan their academic future with data that shows their strengths and weaknesses. 
There are also grade 8 and 9 tests for PSAT and PACT that have grade appropriate questions with 
score reports that provide information about appropriate AP classes based on performance.  Make 
sure to review the difference between both tests to help students play to their strengths. Students 
can also use practice tests to track their growth for data walls.  There is more flexibility with test 
dates for the grade 8 and 9 testing which gives teachers time to practice. Check out their websites 
to review the benefits with your students and parents: PSAT 8/9 and PACT 8/9

smile.amazon.com
https://www.leeschools.net/parent_portal
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Interested in HOSA?
Contact Mrs. Fisher for more information

NJHS

BSMCA
Club News



What is one success you have had in your elective class that you are proud of?
I have been able to get so much more acting practice that benefits me in all the shows 
I do. 
How have the arts positively affected your time at BSMCA?
I came to BSMCA because I got into the advanced art program. Theater and art have I came to BSMCA because I got into the advanced art program. Theater and art have 
given me a release from hard days at school and have let me form bonds with people 
that I hope to keep in the future.
How do you see art playing a role in your future?
I see theater playing a HUGE role in my future. In the near future I have a few shows 
and voice classes coming up. When I am older I would love to audition right off 
broadway and maybe someday even make it big! 
What one piece of advice would you give to new students in the arts?What one piece of advice would you give to new students in the arts?
Take risks (especially in theater). If it doesn't work? Oh well. Try something else but 
just keep going. The bigger the risks you take, the more the audience is going to love 

What is one success you have had in your elective class that you are proud of?
One success that I have had is being in the art show and having my art work choosen 
to be hung in the districts office.
How have the arts positively affected your time at BSMCA?
It has helped me with being more confident in what i do weather it be in art or it be 
in the real world.
How do you see art playing a role in your future?How do you see art playing a role in your future?
I can see art playing a role in my future to help me visualize different aspects of, when 
I am reading a book to help me visualize what is going on , and when I become a 
teacher help me make my classroom a fun learning enviornment.
What one piece of advice would you give to new students in the arts?
Once peice of advice is to pay attention and really think about what you are doing and Once peice of advice is to pay attention and really think about what you are doing and 
seeing if what your doing is what you want to do also if you are not new to art help 
people that are new to it out.

What instrument do you play?
I play percussion!
What is one success you have had in your elective class that you are proud of?
I was able to achieve the goals I had set for myself in band, orchestra and art I was 
able to do everything I said I couldn't.
How have the arts positively affected your time at BSMCA?
Yes, I have piano classes after school and I was able to do better since I learned Yes, I have piano classes after school and I was able to do better since I learned 
more here at BSMCA.
How do you see art playing a role in your future?
I see it as a career that's easy for me to do and I'm glad I got the chance to learn 
something I’m good at.
What one piece of advice would you give to new students in the arts?
I would say, you will learn faster without an ego.                      

What is one success you have had in your elective class that you are proud of?
I made the principal laugh with my artwork.  Bringing joy is a success.

How have the arts positively affected your time at BSMCA?
I feel more creative.

How do you see art playing a role in your future?
I could make a lot of money if people bought my art.

What one piece of advice would you give to new students in the arts?What one piece of advice would you give to new students in the arts?
Don't goof around and to actually try.
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Parent’s Bill of Rights: https://www.leeschools.net/parent_portal/parents_bill_of_rights

INTRAMURALS
Congratulations to all that made the team.  
The first game is  September 8th!

Basketball

Cross Country tryouts are September 6th through the 8th.  
They will be held after school from 4:10 to 5:15.  You must have 
an intramural form turned in prior to trying out.   

Cross Country

Check out BSMCA on Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/bsmcaStallions

https://www.facebook.com/bsmcaStallions
https://www.leeschools.net/parent_portal/parents_bill_of_rights


Partners

THANK YOU
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